
The biggest challenge facing scientists is … to solve the most urgent problems
of humanity—the replacement of fossil fuels and supply of drinking water.

My biggest inspiration is … listening to music in the great outdoors.

In ten years time I will be … hopefully as happy with my life as I am now.

When I was eighteen I wanted to be … a veterinarian.

The most significant scientific advance of the last 100 years has been … the development of molecular
biology.

If I could be anyone for a day, I would be … Pharaoh Cheops, to learn about the Egyptian lifestyle and
how the pyramids were actually built.

If I could have dinner with three famous scientists from history, they would be … Leonardo DaVinci,
Albert Einstein, and Linus Pauling.

My first experiment was … the swelling of gummi bears in water (a systematic study).

If I wasn�t a scientist, I would be … a scuba-diving trainer on a tropical island—gorgeous but probably
just pie-in-the-sky imagination.

The secret of being a successful scientist is … solid training and preservation of naive imagination.

I would have liked to have discovered … the polymimetic liquid-metal alloy used to coat the
endoskeleton of Terminator T-1000.

The part of my job which I enjoy the most is … the freedom to focus research on anything I wish to.
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